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these photographs to his friends he wrote in English
under his name the Delphic sentence: * I bide my time.'1
What that signified it is impossible precisely to conjecture,
but its general import was certainly minatory. William,
in Royal Stuart tartan, would some day have to be
reckoned with. His uncle treated him like a boy of no
account, and he must be taught better.

As William's egotism expanded, it formed a sort of
psychic alliance with his besetting sense of inferiority.
The egotist is always profoundly aware that he is not
sufficiently appreciated and admired, and that recognition
was precisely what his inferiority complex demanded for
his own comfort and encouragement.    Both were now
on a generous diet.    He was married, his wife found him
a perfect husband, and marked the flight of the years
with punctual additions to  the  family,  while,   outside
the  domestic  circle,   Bismarck   began   to   reward   his
hero-worship with serious attention.    He did not think
anything  of William's abilities:   it was   more as  if a
master-carpenter had picked up from his bench some
curious tool that might be fashioned into use for his
lathe.    He was a man who never neglected to provide
for remote  contingencies,  and  though  the   Emperor's
immediate successor was  a  very  healthy man still in
the middle fifties, life was an uncertain business, and
who could tell what might happen?   Then again it was
pleasant to vex William's parents by a contemptuous
unconsciousness of their existence, and by an advance-
ment   of  their  son.     He  saw much  of William,   he
treated him with a benignant and respectful paternity:
he  brought  him   to   the Emperor's   notice,   and   the
Emperor made much of his grandson.   In 1884 he sent
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